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On March 30, the House voted 345-70 in favor of a $47.9 million aid package for the contras, followed
by a 87-7 vote March 31 on the same package by the Senate. The package provides the contras
with $17.7 million in food, clothing and medical supplies up to Sept. 30, and an identical amount is
earmarked to finance a medical aid program for Nicaraguan children injured in the war. As much
as $1.5 million are allocated for purchase of communications equipment for the contras, and up to
$2.5 million in additional funds for the US Agency for International Development to administer
the supply program. The delivery of supplies would be handled through "neutral international
organizations" as stipulated in the March 23 truce between the Nicaraguan government and the
contras, and additional funds would be made available as necessary to pay for transporting the
supplies. Next, $10 million were allotted to expenses of the verification commission established
under the truce. The package makes no provision for a subsequent vote on sending weapons or
ammunition to the contras, something the White House and Republican members had said was
essential in the event that the Sandinista government violated the truce. Instead, House Speaker
Jim Wright offered a written pledge that would assure prompt consideration of any future aid
request from the White House. Wright told reporters: "I have agreed to a procedure that would
not allow the president to dictate the terms and date of any future vote. It preserves for Congress
all of our rights and prerogatives." A total of 179 Democrats and 166 Republicans voted for the
package in the House. Only five Republicans opposed the same, most of them liberal, and 65
Democrats voted against it. Comments by two Senators who voted against the measure follow:
Brock Adams (D-Wash.) said, "I have a terrible feeling of having been here before. I am reminded
of the Gulf of Tonkin resolution of 1964...the landing of the Marines at Da Nang in 1965...[T]he real
purpose of this is to maintain the contras as a viable fighting force for another day. But I want the
peace process to work. We are again in the position of supporting a military force in a war without
victory." Alan Cranston (D-Calif.) said that the contras did not deserve US aid because they were
waging a "terrorist war against the Nicaraguan people." The House vote to end military aid to the
contras "proved a key factor in the contras' decision to sign the cease-fire agreement and to hold
further negotiations in Managua next month...We should not resume any form of aid until a peace
agreement has been signed." (Basic data from Los Angeles Times, New York Times, 03/31/88)
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